Day 4
Genesis 6:9-8:22

One can almost see a description of salvation in the story of the Flood.  We find that Noah could do nothing to save himself from the flood waters.  God planned the boat, God directed the construction and loading operations. God closed the door and brought the rain. God told Noah when it was time to come out of the ark. The sin that brought the Flood was entirely man’s work, (“…all the people on earth had corrupted their ways” 6:12) but the salvation of Noah and his family was entirely God’s decision and God’s work.

People generally don’t enjoy reading about the judgments in the Old Testament, but they are a part of God’s history with His people. “God is love”, we say.  He is love, but He also demands obedience.  Even in the midst of His unfathomable love for us, He will not tolerate the rebellious acts and attitude of sin. Jesus did not come to earth to die for our sins just as some sort of earthly adventure. His sacrifice was necessary in order to make payment for our sins and sinful nature. It is only because God sent His own Son to die as a payment for sin that He can see us as His own dear children. That necessary payment on our behalf is why Jesus said that only through Him can people come to the Father. After declaring very emotionally his plight of not being able to be the good person that he wanted to be, St. Paul said, “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25) 
(A number of years ago Bill Cosby did a fantastic routine about what real life must have been like for Noah, the only guy in the neighborhood with an ark.  There will be a cd/cassette player on the library table in the narthex (entry area) at the church this Sunday with Cosby’s 2-part skit.  Feel free to gather with friends between services and listen to this very funny Noah scenario.)
